THE   STUDY   ON  DOSTOYEVSKY
But, according to Freud's analysis, Dostoyevsky's
unconscious attachment to his father fell like a long
shadow upon his impressionable ego and coloured
for ever after the nature and effects of his malady.
The father's mysterious influence ruled his life and
work; it was this force that drove him into the
abyss and exalted him to the heights. With a few
short strokes Freud draws a picture of the history
of a man's psyche, of the determinants of his illness
latent in the psyche and the meaning of the symp-
toms. Freud has thrown more light upon Dos-
toyevsky's being than has any literary critic or
biographer.
The crowning point in this analysis is the ex-
planation of the poet's malady. Freud shows how
a powerful instinctual desire may turn about and
attack the desirer himself; how in an epileptic fit
the " other " enters the ego and how the death of
this other is well-nigh an experience of the death
of the ego itself.
From this point the analysis broadens and by
subtle degrees Freud approaches the major problem,
the psychic essence of this personality. He provides
the long-sought explanation of the daemonic ele-
ments in Dostoyevsky's life and work. He shows
them to be the play of hidden instinctual forces
against opposing impulses. The daemon is not alien
to the ego, but merely alienated. Daemonic im-
pulses are not newcomers in the psyche; they are
merely the reappearance of old, submerged drives.
The inner relation between Dostoyevsky's fate and
that of his characters becomes clearer; in both
there is waged the same struggle between elemental
instinctual forces and the forces of conscience, that
conscience which is the perpetuation of the more